
Covid-19 Update #2:  

Dear Senior Sectional Participants, Coaches, Officials, and Families, 

 

As you have likely heard Washington State is experiencing a Coronavirus-19 outbreak.  At this time, the 
information that we have received from King County (the owner and operator of the facility as well as the local 
health authority) is that the pool remains open.  However, please understand that this is a fluid situation and 
by no means a final decision. We will continue to monitor the situation through King County. Any changes will 
be communicated as quickly as possible.  The safety of our swim community is our greatest concern.  

Please read the below completely so that you can make the best decision for your OWN swim community 
(families, swimmers, coaches, etc)  

 

1) The Reality: While the King County Aquatic Center remains open and there are no required event 
cancelations, the reality is that it could happen at any time between now and the end of the event.   
There will be no refunds for travel or meet related expenses. The situation is very fluid, and it could 
change instantly.   We want you to be aware that this is a possibility.  

 

2) Why haven’t you rescheduled or canceled? We have received a small number of emails from 
families asking why we have we not canceled/postponed the meet.   The reality is that there is no way 
to postpone the meet so cancelation would be the only option.   
 
 The current King County Public Health recommendations state: 

If you can feasibly avoid bringing large groups of people together, consider 
postponing events and gatherings. 
If you can't avoid bringing groups of people together: 

1) Urge anyone who is sick to not attend. 
2) Encourage those who are at higher risk for coronavirus to not attend. 
3) Try to find ways to give people more physical space so that they aren’t in close 

contact as much as possible. 
4) Encourage attendees to maintain good healthy habits, such as frequent hand 

washing. 
5) Clean surfaces with standard cleaners. 

Because we cannot feasibly postpone the event, we are moving forward as have many events in Washington 
State this past weekend: Pac-12 men’s swimming, the Washington High School Basketball championships, etc. 

 Should King County’s recommendation change, we will reevaluate this position.  

 

 

 

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/communicable-diseases/disease-control/novel-coronavirus/protection.aspx


3) What are the prevention measures?  

a. Please strongly encourage any swimmer, coach, volunteer, official, & parent that is feeling 
unwell to not attend the meet.  Please remind your swimmers there are other opportunities, 
parents and supporters that there are other races they can watch, and volunteers/officials 
there will be other meets to work at.  
 

b. If you fall into a higher risk category, we strongly recommend that you do not attend the meet 
in Federal Way this weekend.  (see below for higher risk categories) 

 
c. WKCAC has a spectator capacity of 2500.  We highly encourage spectators to spread out and 

watch the meet away from other people.   Due to the size of the meet, we anticipate the 
number of spectators to be about a 1/3 of the capacity.  We also encourage spectators to watch 
their swimmer and then leave so that they are not sitting around for the length of the session.  
 

d. For athletes and coaches:  The meet has just over 700 athletes entered with most sessions 
having about 500 swimmers which should give plenty of room for space on deck.   We 
encourage athletes and coaches to be at the pool only when competing.  For example, 
encourage your relay only swimmers to come just before the race to warm-up or if an athlete is 
not swimming that day to come at off times for their daily warm-up or swim at a different 
location that day and leave once they are done for the day.  

 
e. Please make sure good hygiene is practiced and wash your hands for the full 20 seconds.  We 

will do our best to have extra hand sanitizer. (but please know it is a hot commodity in the 
region so best practice would be to bring your own)  

 
f. Equipment, such as stop watches, coaches’ tables, and hospitality tables will be wiped down 

between sessions 

 

We understand that everyone has their own level of comfort and risk with this situation.  We highly 
encourage that each team, official, coach, swimmer, family, and volunteer make a decision about 
attendance that they are comfortable with.   Should you have additional questions, please ask.   

 

Thank you, 

 

Suzanne Rychlik, Meet Director 

Michael Davis, Meet Referee  

 

High Risk Group: 

Public Health recommends that people at higher risk of severe illness should stay home and away from large groups of people as 
much as possible. This includes public places with lots of people and large gatherings where there will be close contact with others. 
This includes concert venues, conventions, sporting events, and crowded social gatherings. 



People at higher risk include people: 

• Over 60 years of age 
• With underlying health conditions including include heart disease, lung disease, or diabetes 
• With weakened immune systems 
• Who are pregnant 

Caregivers of children with underlying health conditions should consult with healthcare providers about whether their children 
should stay home. Anyone who has questions about whether their condition puts them at risk for novel coronavirus should consult 
with their healthcare providers. 

More information about the coronavirus-19 can be found at the following: 

• King County Public Health 
• King County Public Health Recommendations  

• CDC COVID-19 Information Page 
• Washington State Health Department 

 

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/communicable-diseases/disease-control/novel-coronavirus.aspx
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/communicable-diseases/disease-control/novel-coronavirus/protection.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/sRhBOBSQLCdN3fwlAUs2DA%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRgPCw8P0QuaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZG9oLndhLmdvdi9FbWVyZ2VuY2llcy9Db3JvbmF2aXJ1c1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAAC8-FpeWhe1xVIVanJ3QGJsYWNrcG9pbnQtaXQuY29tWAQAAAAB

